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VIII. An Account of the very tall Men^ feen 
near the Streights ©/"Magellan, in the Tear 
1764, hy the Equipage of the Dolphin 
Man of War^ under the Command of the 
Hon. Commodore Byron ; in a Letter from 
Mr.Charles Clarke, Officer on board the f aid 
Ship, to M. Maty, M. D. Sec, R. S, 

Weathersfield, November 3, 1766. 
S I R, 

Read Feb. i2,"W" Had the plcafure of feeing my friend 
"''''■ Jl Mr. M— — • a few days ago, when he 
made me acquainted with your defire of a particular 
account of the Patagonians, which I moft readily 
undertake to give, as it will make me extremely 
happy if I can render it in the leaft amufing or agree- 
able to you. I wifli I could embellifh it with language 
more worthy your perufal } however, I will give it the 
embellifhment of truth, and rely on your goodnefs to 
excufe a tar's dialed. 

We had not got above ten or twelve leagues into 
the ftreights of Magellan, from the Atlantic ocean, 
before we faw feveral people, fome on horfeback and 
lome on foot, upon the north fhore (continent), and 
with the help of our glafles could perceive them 
beckoning to us to come on (hore, and at the fame 
time obferved to each other that they feemed of an 
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extarordinary fizej however we continued toftand on, 
andfhould have pafled without taking theleaft farther 
notice of them, could we have proceeded, but our 
breeze dying away, and the tide making againft us, we 
were obliged to anchor, when the commodore 
ordered his boat of twelve oars and another of fix to 
be hoifted out, manned and armed. In the firft went 
the commodore, in the other Mr. Cummings our firft 
lieutenant and myfel£ At our firft leaving the fhip, 
their number did not exceed forty i but as we ap- 
proached the fhore, we perceived them pouring down 
from all quarters, fome galloping, others running, all 
making ufe of their utmoft expedition. They col- 
leded themfelves in a body, juft at the place we 
fleered for. When we had got within twelve or 
fourteen yards of the beach, we found it a difagreeable 
flat fhore with very large ft ones, which we appre- 
hended would injure the boats j fo looked at two or 
three difterent places, to find the moft convenient for 
landing. They fuppofed we deferred coming on fhore, 
through apprehenfions of danger from them, upon 
which they all threw open the fkins which v^re over 
their fhoulders, which was the only cloathing they 
had, andconfequently the only thing they could fecret 
any kind of arms with, and many of them laid down 
clofe to the water's edge. The commodore 
made a motion for them to go a little way from the 
water, that we might have room to land, which they 
immediately complied with, and withdrew thirty or 
forty yardsi we then landed, and formed each man 
with his mufquet, in cafe any violence fhould be 
offered. As foon as we were formed, the commodore 
went from us to them, then at about twenty yards 
7 diftance j 
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diftance; they feemed vaftly happy at his going 
among them, immediately gathered round him, and 
made a rude kind of noife, which I believe was their 
method of finging, as their countenances befpoke it a 
fpecies of jollity. The commodore then made a 
motion to them to fit down, which they did in a circle 
with him in the middle, when Mr. Byron took fome 
beads and ribbons, which he had brought for that 
purpofe, and tied about the women's necks, &c* with 
which they feemed infinitely pleafed. We were 
ftruck with the greateft aftonifhment at the fight of 
people of fuch a gigantic ftature, notwithftanding our 
previous notice with our glaffes from the lliipi their 
number was increafed by the time we got on (Bore to 
about five hundred, men, women, and children. The 
men and women both rid in the fame manner 5 the 
women had a kind of belt to clofe their fkin round the 
waift, which the men had not, as theirs were only- 
flung over their fhoulders, and tied with two little 
flips (cut from the fkin) round the neck. At the 
time of the commodore's motion for them to retire 
farther up the beach, they all difmounted, and turned 
their horfes loofe, which were gentle and flood very 
quietly. The commodore, having difpofed of all his 
prefents and fatisfied his curiofity, thought proper to 
retire, but they were vaftly anxious to have him go up 
into the country to eat with them| (that they wanted 
him to go with them to eat, we could very well 
underftand by their motion, but their language was 
wholly unintelligible to us.) There was a very great 
fmoke to which they pointed, about a mile from us, 
where there mufl: have been feveral fires 1 but fome 
intervening hills prevented our feeing any thing but 
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the fmoke. The commodore returned the compli- 
ment, by inviting them on board the fliip, but they 
would not favour him with their company, (o we 
embarked and returned to the fhip. We were with 
them near two hours at noon day, within a very few 
yards, though none had the honour of ihaking hands 
but Mr* Byron and Mr, Cummings; however, we 
were near enough and long enough with them to 
convince our fenfes fo far as not to be caviled out of 
the very exiftence of thofe fenfes at that time, which 
fome of our countrymen and friends would abfolutely 
attempt to do. They are of a copper colour, with 
long black hair, and fome of them are certainly nine 
feet if they don't exceed it. The commodore, who 
is very near fix foot, could but juft reach the top of 
one of their heads, which he attempted, on tip toes, 
and there were feveral taller than him on whom the 
experiment was tried. They are prodigious ftout, 
and as well and proportionally made as ever I faw 
people in my life. That they have fome kind of 
arms among them is, I think, indifputable, from their 
taking methods to convince us they had none at that 
time about them. The women, I think, bear much 
the fame proportion to the men as our Europeans do^ 
there was hardly d man there Jefs than eight feet, 
mod of them confiderably more ; the women, I 
believe, run from 74. to 8. Their horfes were ftout 
and bony, but not remarkably tall ; they are in my 
opinion from 1 5 to 1 5-i hands. They had a great 
number of dogs, about the fize of a middling pointer, 
with a fox nofe. They continued upon the beach 
till we got under way, which was two hours after 
we got on boards I believe, they had fome expedta- 
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tions of our returning again ; but as foon as they faw 
us getting off, they betook themfelves to the 
country. 

The country of Patagonia is rather hilly, though 
not remarkably fo» You have here and there a 
ridge of hills, but no very high ones. We lay fome 
time at Port Delire, which is not a great v^^ay to the 
northward of the ftreights, where we traverfed the 
country many miles round ; we found firebrands in 
different places, which convinced us there had been 
people, and we fuppofe them to have been the 
Patagonians. The loil is fandy, produces nothing 
but a coarfe harfh grafs, and a few fmall fhrubs, of 
which Sir John Narborough remarked, he could not 
findoneof fize enough to make the helve of a hatchet, 
which obfervation we found very juft. It was fome 
time in december we made this vifit to our gigantic 
friends. I am debarred being fo particular as I could 
wi£h, from the lofs of my journals, which were 
demanded by their lordfhips of the admiralty, imme- 
diately upon our return ; but if any article is omitted 
which you are defirous of being acquainted with, I beg 
you will take fome means of letting me know it,^ for 
I will moft readily communicate every circumftance 
of the matter^ that fell under my obfervation, as it is 
with the greatefl: pleaiure and relpeft that I fubfcrrbe 
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Your very huoable fervant, 

Charles Clarke^ 
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